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January 2010 
Newsletter�
�

�

The 2010 Board of Directors: 

Buddy Baker, Secretary; Gerry 
Blakely; John Campbell; Charles 
Crooks, President; Mike DeProspero, 
Treasurer; Rudy Filek; Bill Frame; 
Cheryl Hook; Russ Koon; Gary Miller, 
Vice President; Bill Rice; and J.T. 
Straface. 
 
Board of Directors’ Message:  
Gary W. Miller, Board Vice President. 
 

Board President Charles Crooks did a 
tremendous job leading us through some 
challenging times in 2009. Behind the 
scenes Charles served on almost every 
committee, reviewed every legal 
document, planned and presided over 
Board meetings, and regularly consulted 
with  Mike, Tammy, and Russell (our three 
department heads) to lead the overall 
management of the Pines CC.  To give 
Chas a well deserved break, I offered to 
write the Directors’ Message for the 
January newsletter.   
 

We have several items of good news to 
report as we begin 2010, but we also have 

some emerging challenges that are worthy 
of note.   
 

FOOD SERVICE BEGINS MARCH 1:  
We have a new food and beverage tenant 
under contract! Food and beverage service 
will begin on March 1, with a grand 
opening event planned for early April. 
Kiwi Catering, owned and managed by 
Eileen Dooley, is already busy cleaning 
and preparing the Pines kitchen for the 
start of the 2010 season. Eileen built a 
successful catering business on Holland 
Avenue in Westover. Her business will 
move to the Pines in the coming weeks 
and it will be known as “Kiwi at the 
Pines.”   
 

Kiwi will provide food and beverage 
service to all Pines golf groups (Ladies, 
Senior Men, Men’s League, etc.), to Pines 
members and the public as determined by 
demand, and catering services to golf 
tournaments and planned events in the 
Pines banquet room.  Kiwi will continue to 
cater events at venues other than the Pines, 
but we expect a healthy growth in demand 
for the Pines banquet room based on 
Kiwi’s excellent reputation in the 
Morgantown area. 
 

Rest assured Kiwi will also provide great 
food and beverage service to the 
swimming pool from Memorial Day to 
Labor Day.   
 

BANQUET ROOM FACELIFT:  Eileen 
and her staff volunteered to remove the old 
wallpaper in the banquet room and paint 
the walls and trim in neutral colors. Her 
experience with wedding receptions and 
similar events indicates that banquet 
customers prefer neutral, solid colors so 
they have flexibility in decorating for 
events.  We expect this improvement will 
further increase demand for our banquet 
room.  Thanks Eileen! 
 



 2

CLUB FINANCES: Our budget for 2009 
contemplated a small deficit, but we had 
another good year recruiting new members 
and bringing in revenue from outside 
tournaments.  We are projecting a break-
even finish, but we paid down our long-
term debt by approximately $113,000 in 
2009.  Our excellent payment history and 
favorable shareholder equity puts us in 
position to recast our loan in early 2010 
with a substantially lower interest rate. As 
we continue to pay down long-term debt, 
our ability to provide a quality country 
club experience for our members will 
improve.  We hope to have another good 
recruiting year and reliable rent payments 
from our new tenant to continue this 
positive trend in 2010.    
 

 
 

COMMON ROOM RENOVATIONS: 
As reported in the December 2009 
newsletter, food and beverage service in 
the coming year will be consolidated in the 
upstairs bar area and dining room. The 
basement grillroom will be closed, and that 
space will be reallocated to other uses yet 
to be determined.     
 

Detailed planning for renovations in the 
upstairs bar area and dining room are 
underway. Cheryl Hook, Chair of the 

Capital Projects Committee and J.T 
Straface, Member-at-Large of the 
Executive Committee are leading this 
planning effort.  They are currently 
developing ideas for creating an attractive 
and efficient design for the service of our 
members and guests.  We hope to develop 
a comprehensive business plan for the 
entire project and then complete the 
project in distinct phases.  The execution 
of each phase will be scheduled to 
minimize disruption of service to our 
members and, of course, minimize the 
overall cost of the project.  
 

There will be many opportunities for 
members to participate and/or contribute to 
completion of this project. Several 
members have already offered help with 
interior design, construction of a new bar, 
plumbing, leather furniture, carpet, big 
screen TVs, and window treatments.  
Please contact Cheryl and J.T. to let them 
know how you would like to help. 
 

Since last October we have consulted with 
several local restaurant & bar owners to 
gather recommendations for better use of 
our available space. An interesting floor 
plan was suggested during a recent 
consultation. This conceptual drawing 
illustrates a U-shaped bar where patrons 
face each other and have a good view of 
big screen TVs from any seat at the bar. 
Tables will occupy the remaining space 
surrounding the bar, and a lounge area will 
occupy the old bar area.  This arrangement 
provides golfers who are “making the 
turn” easy access to food and drinks at the 
corner of the bar. And restrooms are just 
down the hall. To be clear, this is one of 
many suggested layouts, not a final 
product.  Please feel free to offer Cheryl 
and J.T. your suggestions.   
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VOLUNTEERS WELCOME:  As you 
can see, we are busy with preparations for 
2010. If you wish to volunteer some time 
to committee service or you can help the 
club with some of the labor or materials 
necessary for our renovations, please come 
by the office or call and let us know. 
 

 
 

WINE CABINETS FOR SALE: The 
wine cabinets located between the upstairs 
bar and dining room are for sale.  They 
were handcrafted by our own Bill Rice.  
Their beauty, utility and quality of 
construction are simply awesome.  If you 
are interested in purchasing one or more of 
these fine cabinets please contact the Pines 
business office.  
 

2010 MEMBERSHIP: As of mid-
January, our membership is down slightly 
from last year, but our retention in some 
membership categories is better than 
we’ve experienced in previous years.  We 
gained 1 new Intermediate member, 2 new 
Stockholder members, and 3 new Trial 
members so far in 2010.  We ended 2009 
with 365 golfing members. To date, 250 of 

those have renewed their memberships for 
2010. We have not received responses 
from 98 members from 2009.    
 

Most of the apparent attrition is in the 
Trial Conversion and Trial Conversion II 
categories. We hope many of those 
members from 2009 will renew their 
memberships soon.  The Membership and 
Marketing Committee, Russell Reid and 
our office staff are busy contacting folks 
who have not responded to their renewal 
notices. If you have not returned your 
Membership Form, please contact the 
Pines office staff so we can clarify your 
status and our budget picture for 2010. 
And we sure hope to golf with you again 
this year!  
 

2010 DUES STRUCTURE: Membership 
dues increased by $5 per month for singles 
$15 per month for families in 2010. This is 
an inflationary increase, necessitated by 
elements of our overhead, including the 
federally-mandated increase in the 
minimum wage, our utility rates, and 
insurance premiums. Still, this increase is 
modest, particularly when compared 
against clubs offering similar amenities. 
We do not compete with local golf venues 
solely on price and those who choose to 
play at the Pines understand this. 
 

Monthly  payments for stockholders, 
intermediate, and associate members are 
$284 for individuals and $314 for families. 
 

Monthly  payments for senior anniversary 
members are $248.38 for individuals, and 
$278.38 for families.  
 

Monthly  payments for introductory 
members are $244.00 for singles and 
$274.00 for families.  
 

For those paying monthly, the first 
payment for 2010 is due by December 31, 
2009.  
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Quarterly payments are still allowed in 
2010. Quarterly payments are due by the 
last day of December 2009, March 2010, 
June 2010, and September 2010. 
 

Out-of-town members pay $1,500 for 
singles and families in 2010. As in the 
past, these rates are to be paid on an 
annual basis, due by December 31, 2009. 
 

Emeritus members pay $250 for the 
entire year, due by December 31, 2009. 
 

THE PINES TRIAL CONVERSION 
MEMBERSHIP, CLASSES I & II : The 
club started the Trial membership 
campaign in 2008. That category required 
a transitional arrangement for those who 
wished to stay with the club in 2009. In 
2010, those members (Trial Conversion II 
status) now pay the same dues rate as other 
permanent members ($284 per month for 
individuals or $314 per month for 
families), but they will not be required to 
purchase Pines stock in 2010. 
 

Since we continued the Trial membership 
in 2009, The Trial Conversion I class will 
again be offered transitional terms for 
2010. The 2009 Trial Conversion I 
members pay $229 per month for 
individuals and $259 per month for 
families. Trial Conversion I members must 
also pay a one-time $500 fee by Friday, 
February 26, 2010.  This fee will be 
applied as an unscheduled pre-payment to 
the club’s long-term debt. 
 

THE PINES TRIAL MEMBERSHIP, 
CAMPAIGN FOR 2010: The Pines will 
offer the Trial membership again in 2010.  
If you have not been a member since 2004, 
you can join as a Trial member.  
 

Trial members pay $199 per month for 
individuals or $229 per month for families. 
As before, a two-month advance deposit is 
required to become an active Trial member 
in 2010. 

 

NEW TREES: You will see new trees in 
several locations around the golf course. 
This photo shows three white pines along 
No. 10 fairway and two hemlocks along 
No. 18 fairway. Funds for trees were 
donated by some individual members, 
including John Muffly  and Bill Frame, 
and the Thursday Men’s League. Jack 
Forbes and Mike Bogroff  did a great job 
of placing donated trees in key places on 
the course.   
 

If you would like to donate funds for the 
purchase of trees, let us know if there are 
particular species you have in mind.  Did 
you know we have a few persimmons on 
the course? 

 
 
2009 BOARD ELECTION: The annual 
shareholder meeting was conducted on 
Monday, November 2, 2009. Bill Rice and 
Rudy Filek were elected to replace Jack 
Forbes and Mike Roberts as directors in 
2010. Mike DeProspero and Charles 
Crooks were re-elected. All four director 
positions are for three-year terms. 
 

CORPORATE OFFICERS FOR 2010: 
All of the 2009 officers agreed to re-up for 
2010: Charles Crooks, President; Gary 
Miller, Vice President; Mike DeProspero, 
Treasurer; Buddy Baker, Secretary.  
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BOARD MEETINGS: The directors last 
met on January 13, 2010. The next 
meeting is scheduled for Monday, 
February 22, 2010. 
 

Best wishes to all!  Let’s hope for an early 
spring. 
 

Gary  
 

NEWS FROM THE PRO 
Russell Reid 

 
 

PRO SHOP NEWS 
 

(304)-296-3466 
 

2010 PINES C.C. GOLF 
EVENTS CALENDAR 

 

April 
·  17th – Opening Day Event  
·  25th – Demo Day 
·  28th – PWGA instruction clinic with 

Russell 

May 
·  17th – Mon-Valley Pro-am 
·  20th – John Alexander Tournament 
·  27th – WV Construction Employers 

Ass. Tournament 
·  28th – 1st Mixed Event  
·  31st – Memorial Day Blue vs. Gold 

Match Play Event 

June 
·  8th – Top-Flite Jr. Tour 
·  9th – PGA P.A.T Tournament 

·  11th-13th – Member-Member 
·  14th-17th – Junior Camp begins 
·  18th – Don Nehlen Classic 
·  25th – Mixed Event 

July 
·  4th – 4th of July Scramble 
·  9th – MHS Tournament 
·  11th – Parent-Child Event 
·  16th-18th – Member-Guest 
·  30th – Literacy Volunteers Tournament 
·  30th – Mixed Event 

August 
·  2nd – 5th – WVGA Women’s Amateur 
·  12th – Ronald McDonald House 

Tournament 
·  21st – 22nd – Club Championship 
·  27th – Mixed Event 

September 
·  10th – WV Varsity Club Tournament 
·   20th – Mon-Valley Pro-am 
·  24th – Mixed Event 
·  27th – Regional High School 

Tournament 
 

 
Pines Senior Men 

Mike Roberts 
 

 

The Senior Men's Golf Association will meet 
Monday, April 12 at 8:30 a.m. and Tee-off at 
9:00 a.m. We would like to invite all Pines 
Country Club seniors to join us and have a 
good time playing golf and meeting new 
people.  Golf is great, but camaraderie is 
even greater. 
 
If you have any questions, give mike Roberts 
a call at 304-296-5824 or e-mail him at 
margaretormike@aol.com 
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If you can't make it April 12, just come out any 
Monday. Membership in the Senior Men's 
Golf Association is $10.00. 
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WGA General Chairwoman 
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Our Program Chairwoman, Linda Stankos 
has been hard at work at her Florida 
keyboard preparing for an exciting 2010 
golf season program.  It's probably easier 
to "think golf" from that location!  I, on the 
other hand, have been using my snowed-
in time to update the contact information 
for our booklet and make contact with all 
potential new members from the Pines 
roster - Ashlee Howell has been most 
helpful in this effort.  We have 
commitments from a few of the ladies who 
are new to the Pines and are hoping to 
attract more participation with a variety of 
options and incentives.  All WGA 
members can help by talking to potential 
members and welcoming them to join us 

on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, or on any 
specific dates that they can manage.   
Several ladies have gathered for Tuesday 
lunches over the winter and, believe 
me, the conversations have been 
animated.  Thanks to Gwen for sending 
out notices and keeping people posted.  
Anyone who has an e-mail list of WGA 
members is welcome to send out an 
"invite" and pick a lunch spot. 
Stay warm and think beautiful golf shots, 
after all, they say that it's "all in our 
head."   We just have to come out to the 
clinics next summer so Russell can get it 
from our heads to our hands!   
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NOTICE 
 

 Pins will be placed back onto the greens 
sometime in the 1st week of March if the 
weather allows. 
 

Please contact me with any questions @ 304-
290-9314.  I hope everyone is having a great 
winter. 
 

Golf Course Superintendent, 
Michael Bogroff 
304-290-9314 
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 1   
Business 
Office 
Closed 

2 3 4 5 Anniversary of       
the Constitution 
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7 8  
Business 
Office 
Closed 

9 10 
 

11 12 Lincoln’s         
dfgBirthday 
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15  
President’s 
Day  

16 17 
 

18 
 

19 20 

 
21  22 Washington’s  

Birthday 
23 
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26 27 

 

 28  
 

     

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

1 Food 
Service 
Begins/ Bus. 
Off. Closed 
 

2 3 4 5 6 

7 
 

8 
Resuming 
Regular 
Business Hours  

9 10 11 12 13 

14 Day Light 
Savings Time 
Begins 

 

15 
 

16 17  St. 
Patrick’s Day 

18 19 
 

20 
 

21 

 
22 23 

 
24 
 

25 26� 27 
 

28 
 
 
                   

29 30 31    
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