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Directors’ Message, Charles J. 
Crooks, Board President: 
 
I hope we can all agree this snowy weather 
has provided an ironic backdrop to the 
great anthropogenic global-warming 
debate. No matter what you choose to 

believe about that, the calendar says the 
vernal equinox is only a few weeks away 
so our little part of the globe will be 
warming soon. I’m sure we are unanimous 
in how we feel about that.  
 
HAPPY 40th ANNIVERSARY, PINES! 
Our flag still flies over the only private 
club in the county and one of the better 
golf courses in the state. I’m pleased to 
report steadily improving finances, the 
opening of a new food and beverage 
service, and improvements to our 
clubhouse facility.  
 
CLUB FINANCES: The Pines retired 
$660,000 in debt over the last three years 
and finished 2008 and 2009 with modest 
after-depreciation profits.  
 
Effective yesterday, the 23rd of February, 
our commercial mortgage terms were 
reset. Favorable timing and our club’s 
solid financial performance gained us a 
very real savings.   
 
So far, 68% of our members have elected 
to pre-pay their dues for 2010, another 5% 
pay quarterly and 28% pay monthly. Pre-
payments have helped our operations and 
budgetary planning. We have been 
operating into October of the year before 
drawing against our line of credit.  
 
BOARD NEWS: The January directors’ 
meeting was held on Wednesday, the 13th. 
The February meeting was held this past 
Monday, the 22nd. The next meeting is 
scheduled for Wednesday, March 24, 
2010. 
 
Bill Rice has resigned his position as a 
director. Pursuant to Article III of the club 
bylaws, the remaining directors will fill the 
vacancy from among the qualified 
shareholders until the next shareholder 
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meeting in November when a director will 
be elected to the remaining two years of 
the term. 
 
FOOD & BEVERAGE:  Recall, our lease 
with Synergy was terminated on 
September 30, 2009. The timing of the 
termination of the lease allowed us to 
honor the 2009 pool season, our club and 
outside golf tournaments, as well as the 
banquet events.  
 

 
 
Thanks to the efforts of many and some 
very good fortune we found a new tenant, 
Kiwi Catering . This was in the month of 
November, 2009. Kiwi is a successful 
catering firm that has outgrown their space 
in Westover. Moving in with us affords 
them a large commercial kitchen and a 
banquet hall for catered-in events. In the 
bargain, the club gains a dependable tenant 
who will provide our members with food 
that is sure to please. My law firm 
regularly uses Kiwi’s catering services for 
our events, so I know the quality of food 
and beverage service we will be getting. I 
am very optimistic that this will be a great 
fit for Kiwi and the Pines. 
 
CLUB ROOM RENOVATION:  In this, 
our 40th anniversary year, we are 
dedicating the upstairs to the golfers. The 
Pines staff, our volunteer committee 
members, Kiwi’s employees, and the club 
directors have all been busy this winter 

with establishing a new food and beverage 
service as well as clubhouse repairs and 
renovations. When it’s all done, our 
members will be able to enjoy great food, 
beverages and televised sports upstairs in a 
fresh, comfortable atmosphere.  
 
RENOVATION STATUS REPORT:  
The work is on-going, but a couple of 
items are done. Let’s start with those. 
 
Ed Davis of Davis Kitchen & Tile tiled 
the entryway, at no cost to the club. He did 
a great job of providing us an attractive 
and durable entry surface. Thanks, Ed, 
very much! 
 
Kiwi Catering  cleaned and painted the 
banquet entrance vestibule as well as the 
dining hall. They look great. 
 
Elsewhere upstairs, the wallpaper is gone 
and the walls are being repaired this week. 
By next Monday, March 1, the walls and 
ceilings in the dining room, bar area, wait 
station, hallway as well as both stairwells 
should all be repaired and painted.  
 
Next week, the beer taps and cooler 
equipment will be installed behind the 
upstairs bar. That will have the bar ready. 
 
The parts necessary for the repairs to the 
kitchen are due to arrive this week. Once 
the kitchen and bar are ready, but not 
before, our County Health Department 
will inspect us. With their certificate, but 
not before, we can apply for the state 
ABCC license.  
 
HOW WE ARE MANAGING IT:  The 
directors meet regularly each month, but 
the repairs and renovations we are making 
cannot be managed on such a schedule. So, 
pursuant to Article V,  § 1 of the club 
bylaws, the directors organized an ad hoc 
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sub-committee of the Capital Projects 
Committee, co-chaired by J.T. Straface 
and Cheryl Hook. They have already 
shepherded the planning, the contractor 
solicitations and bidding, the repairs and 
painting, as well as the preparation of the 
bar. They are now pricing televisions, 
leather furniture, window treatments and 
dining furniture. We owe a debt of thanks 
to J.T., Cheryl and the other members of 
this industrious little committee: Mary  and 
Mark Ryan , Linda Vona-Davis, Dave 
Stone, Buddy Baker and Gary Miller . 
They presented their recommendations to 
the directors last Monday evening, 
February 22. We should have the TVs and 
furnishings in place by the time the health 
inspection is done and the ABCC license is 
in hand. These folks are spending their 
time on this for our collective benefit. 
Thank you all.  
 
CLUB ROOM OPENING EVENT:  The 
timing of our opening has been influenced 
by the scope of the job, the need for 
planning and competitive bidding, the 
ordering of equipment, required 
governmental inspections and licensing, as 
well as the holidays and a couple of 
blizzards.  

   
 
The NCAA men’s basketball tournament, 
“March Madness,” seems a fitting 
occasion for an opening event and we 
should have everything ready by then. 
Accordingly, we are shooting for an 
opening on Friday, March the 19th, 
while the tournament is still in the early 
rounds. Mountaineers playing The NCAA 
tournament basketball, beer, good food, 

and the company of friends we haven’t 
seen much since the winter started. It all 
sounds good to me. 

 
 
We will not assess you for this. 
However, with some help, we could have a 
first-class facility that is free of strain to 
the club as well as the members who will 
use and enjoy it.  
 
Frankly, the more financial help we get 
from our members, the nicer the space can 
be furnished by the time we open. If you 
usually spend $50-$100 for an evening 
out, consider donating that much. Many of 
our directors and their friends have already 
contributed financial support. We hope 
you will join us.  
 
You can mail your contribution to the 
Pines business office at 3062 Point Marion 
Road, Morgantown WV 26505. Better yet, 
drop it off and have a peek at the work in 
progress.  
 
We are accounting for all contributions 
and will apply the money solely to the club 
room project. When we are done, we will 
put up a plaque, listing the names of all 
who contributed. Naturally, if your 
modesty will not allow you to have your 
name listed, just let us know.  
 
I’m looking forward to playing some golf 
with my buddies and settling up in the new 
clubroom.  

WWIILLLL  YYOOUU  PPLLEEAASSEE  HHEELLPP  UUSS??  
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THE PINES TRIAL MEMBERSHIP 
CAMPAIGN FOR 2010: The Pines will 
offer the trial membership again next year. 
The 2010 season will be the third 
consecutive year for this program. If you 
have not been a member since 2004, you 
can join as a trial member for 2010. 
 
The 2010 trial members will not be 
eligible for the pre-payment discount, 
owing to the discounted rate they will 
already enjoy. The 2010 trial members will 
pay $199 for singles and $229 for families. 
A two-month advance deposit will be 
required as in the past two years of this 
membership campaign.  
 
NEW COURSE EQUIPMENT:  You 
may remember the great condition of the 
greens for the 2009 Club Championship. 
We used a borrowed roller for that 
tournament.  
 
At the January directors’ meeting, our 
Course Superintendent, Mike Bogroff  
was granted authority to purchase a roller 
for use on the greens. He found us a demo 
model in Florida with only a couple 
hundred hours of operation on the clock, 
saving us more than $5,000 on the deal. 
Delivery was free.  
 
The new greens roller will increase speeds 
without the need for aggressive cutting. 
We all like true, fast greens and using the 
new roller will protect the greens against 

the fungi that attack aggressively-mown 
greens.  
 
TREES: Our tree stock is showing its age. 
We are having some hardwoods removed 
and others trimmed as soon as weather 
allows. Some evergreens were planted 
before the snows came and the bottoms of 
the evergreens on several holes were 
trimmed up to improve appearances and 
speed of play.  
 
If you would like to donate funds for the 
purchase of a tree, let us know if you have 
a particular specimen and location in mind. 
We will try to honor your preferences.   
 
WEBSITE:  The directors authorized the 
purchase of a new website platform that 
we can manage ourselves. This new 
website will include a Google® calendar 
that our members will be able to check for 
daily updates.  
 
SWIMMING POOL: We are organizing 
the 2010 Pool Committee around Nancy 
and Gary Miller’s  leadership. They will 
be collaborating with Kiwi to arrange 
pool-side food service, as well as 
improvements to the pool facilities.  
 
VOLUNTEERS WELCOME:  Some of 
our club’s members have told us we need 
more for the kids to do. We can work on 
this, but we could use your input. Some 
committee assistance would make a 
difference, too. Getting involved helps the 
club serve your preferences. 
If you wish to volunteer some time to 
committee service or you can help the club 
with some of the labor or materials 
necessary to our renovations, please come 
by the office or call. Of course, you are 
always welcome to talk with any of the 
directors. Rudy Filek is currently updating 
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the committee rosters, so now is an 
opportune time.  
 
Our club is steadily improving. If you 
volunteer some time, you’ll see tangible 
results and enjoy working with the folks 
who are making it happen. I know I do. 
 

Thanks for your 
membership. 
 
Chas.  
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A golf course is a golf course, until it’s 
covered in snow – and then it affords 
recreation of a different kind. Several of 
our members have taken advantage of the 
course’s open venue and natural slopes to 
enjoy their cross-country skis and 
snowshoes. This is not a problem in 
general, but please treat our course with 
gentle respect. It is essential to avoid 
travel over tees, greens, and fairways. 
Please keep to areas of rough.  This way 
we can all use our beautiful grounds to the 
maximum potential, without damage to the 
course, or extra expense to our Club. 
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WGA General Chairwoman 

 
The Women's Golf Association extends a 
welcome to new members of The Pines 
Country Club and invites all ladies over 
18 to join our organization for the 2010 
golf season.  We are trying to get contact 
information into our program booklet for 
all potential golfing members, so please 
send us an e-mail with your address and 
phone number(s), even if you would just 
like to get on our contact list for future 
reference and informative updates about 
women's golfing activities at The 
Pines. Reply to Margaret Roberts at:  
MargaretorMike@aol.com    
This winter will pass and April will bring,  
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not only Spring flowers, but golf at The 
Pines. 
  
Margaret Roberts, WGA General 
Chairwoman 

 
 
NEWS FROM THE PRO 

Russell Reid 
 
 

 

 
 

 
PRO SHOP NEWS 

 

(304)-296-3466 
   2010 PINES C.C. GOLF      
    EVENTS CALENDAR 

2010 Golf Events at 
The Pines C.C. 

 Mark the Date!!!!  
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Men’s League  
Thursday Nights starting in 

April  

 

          Senior’s Day
 Mondays in Season 

 

Ladies Day  
Tuesdays in Season 

 

Couples Night     
Last Friday of each month 
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Demo Day  
Sunday, April 25th 

 
 

Match Play 
Championship  

Sign-ups in May 
     

 Memorial Day 
(Blue vs Gold)        

   Monday, May 31 
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Member-Member  
June 11-13 

          
        4th of July Event   
            Sunday, July 4th 
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Parent/Child 
           Sunday, July 11 
 
       Member-Guest  
               July 16-18 

 
 

Club Championship 
August 21-22 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

1 Food 
Service 
Begins/ Bus. 
Off. Closed 
 

2 3 4 5 6 

7 
 

8 
Office resumes 
Regular 
Business Hours  

9 10 11 12 13 

14 Daylight 
Savings Time 
Begins 

 

15 
 

16 17   
St. Patrick’s 
Day 

18 19 
 

20 
 

21 

 
22 23 

 
24 
 

25 26� 27 
 

28 
 
 
                   

29 30 31    
 

 


