Newsletter: April,
2009.

The 2009 Board of Directors:

Buddy Baker, Secretary; Gerry
Blakely; John Campbell; Charles
Crooks, President; Mike Deprospero,
Treasurer; Jack Forbes; Bill Frame;
Cheryl Hook; Russ Koon; Gary Miller,
Vice President; Mike Roberts; and
J.T. Straface.

Board of Directors’ Message:
Charles J. Crooks, Board President.

Spring has officially arrived,
despite a few rough days here and there
the weather is steadily improving, the
hours of daylight are increasing, Mike

Bogroff has the greens in beautiful
condition, the range is now open and it
feels like time to start.

BOARD MEETINGS: The Board last
met on Thursday, March 26. The next
regular meeting will be April 22.
Meanwhile, there are some things we
would like to share with you.

FINANCES: The club remains solid
financial condition. The audit of the 2008
books confirmed our after-depreciation
profit. Pre-payment of 2009 dues has
alleviated the need of relying on our line
of credit, and we have a much better
handle on our census.

TREES: Our grounds crew trimmed the
bottoms out of many of the evergreen trees
over the winter. This is especially
noticeable along nos. 1, 2, 11, 13, and 15.
This not only looks better, it will speed up
play by making it easier to find errant
shots, and it will allow for better mowing
access.

SIGNAGE: Since Mike Bogroff came on
board we have improved the efficiency of
our inventory management and because of
this, Mike already saved us $1,500 on the
chemicals budget for the current season.
The Board approved his plan to use that
money to refurbish our signage at the
entrance to the club.

AERATION: Watch Mike Bogroff's
column in the newsletter for the 2009
aeration plan. It will be a little different
this year.

ENTRANCE ROAD: The production of
asphalt is a seasonal business. This
explains the time it took to hot patch the
road.

MEMORIALS: The memorial plaques
that stood in front of the clubhouse have



been taken down and refurbished. We plan
to move this display indoors for easier
viewing and protection from the elements.
You might also notice that Mike Bogroff
did a nice job of arranging for framed
lithographs of WVU landmarks and
photographs of the golf course for inside
the clubhouse.

CLUBHOUSE ENTRANCE: We will
remodel the entrance area to the clubhouse
by adding some new doors, creating a
double-entry vestibule. This will serve to
keep the harsh weather outside when
people enter and it will provide us a
location for our time clock that protects it
from the weather. Bill Rice has agreed to
do the work on terms favorable to the club.

TENNIS, ANYONE? Mike’s crew has
been cleaning up the tennis court area
behind the cart barn. The Board is
interested to know the current level of
interest in using the courts. Mind, there is
expense involved in getting them ready to
play, so the level of member interest is a
material consideration. Please let us know
by e-mailing the front office if possible:
thepinescc@comcast.net

GROUNDS EQUIPMENT: We have

been obliged to replace some worn out
grounds equipment. Owing to
repossessions and liquidations caused by
the economic downturn, we have acquired
several excellent “low-mileage” items and
we have bought out the lease on the triplex
mower Dee Fulton was leasing to us. The
Board understands the value the course
brings to the club and we intend to provide
Mike Bogroff what he needs to keep in
great shape.

RESTROOM FACILITY: The roof on

the restrooms near number 5 tee has been
replaced. We utilized our own crew and
got the materials on good terms.

SAND STORAGE: Mike Bogroff's crew
has also constructed a shelter near the
maintenance facility for storing the sand
we use for top dressing the greens. Dry
sand works in faster and is easier to
manage. This will also eliminate the
storing of sand on the parking lot.

POND STATUS: You have or will notice
that the pond level is down. We draw our
water from Cheat Lake (Lake Lynn). The
lake level has been down while
maintenance was done to the dam; that
was addressed in tli@minion Poshot

long ago. That should be done now and we
will start pumping water into our pond.
While we wait, be grateful for the rainy
season.

This will be our last season with the
current pond. The WVDERP is currently
letting a contract for the design of a new
reservoir below number 6 and the
construction is planned for next year.
Meanwhile, we will use the current pond
and hope it lasts the 2009 season. The
Board has a contingency plan to keep the
course hydrated in the event of a sudden
failure. Let us hope that will not be
necessary.

POWER SYSTEM UPGRADE:

The power substation along number 6
fairway was part of the original



construction of the course. Itis time to
replace it.

The 2008 Board budgeted for this project
and three firms were solicited for bids.
Unfortunately, all have so far failed to
complete the bidding process which seems
strange, given all the talk of a slow
economy. We still intend to renovate this
part of our infrastructure this year and we
are exploring options for getting the work
done. It should pose no interruption of
course operations or electrical service to
our facilities.

GAS LEASE: Our gas lease with Range
Resources is yet to close. The current
market price for gas is currently below
$4.00 per m.c.f.,; that is a depressed gas
market, especially compared to where
prices were last summer, above $30 per
m.c.f. Still, Range Resources is trading
around $40 a share, an increase of about
$10 a share since all this Marcellus shale
business started, and Range Resources
recently announced they secured a
significant line of financing.

As for our lease, the latest news we have is
that the pending leases are being put
through a 16-step process for
development, review, approval and
closing; several have already closed.
Range Resources has apparently either
slowed down or fallen behind their
planned schedule for completing this
process, but we are assured our lease is
still in the pipeline- okay, a slight pun was
intended. We are anxiously awaiting a
closing date.

NEW CART FLEET: The Board knows

we need new carts. Our commitment on

the acquisition of a new fleet has been
contingent on the receipt of the first-year
delay-rental lease income from Range
Resources. It is time to start the season and
we have no closing date on the gas lease.
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We are investigating an alternative plan to
at least replace the old gas carts.
Meanwhile, we are getting the existing
fleet ready to last us a little while longer.
We should have arrangements in place to
manage tournament obligations as they
arise.

PRO SHOP: Talk with Russell if you are
considering new equipment. He is not
limited to what he has in the shop, he
knows how to fit you out, and he can come
up with great deals for our members.

We all know every touring pro works with
a swing coach, even Tiger. So, don't be
prideful or parsimonious. For less than the
cost of a new wedge, you can get your
swing tuned up with Russell’s help. Call
the pro shop304.296.346Hand get a
lesson scheduled. While you're at it, have
Art Craddock check the condition of your
grips and get your cleats replaced. There’s
a recession on, let’'s go!

2009 TRIAL MEMBERSHIP

CAMPAIGN: If you have not been an
active member of the Pines since calendar
year 2003, you are eligible for the 2009
trial membership. This membership is for
the entire year, and the last two months are
due at signing. The rates are $199 per
month for singles and $229 for families.
That buys you a lot, including access to
our excellently-maintained golf course
when it suits your preference and
convenience, the only driving range in
town, a generous walking policy, our pool
and clubhouse facilities, and a level of
civility that only private clubs are able to
offer.

Our recruitment goal for the 2009 trial
membership campaign is 50 new trial
members. We have 16 new trial members
so far and we are receiving many inquiries.
Please promote your club’s fortunes and
spread the word.



We have a great club in the Pines and a
new season is at hand. Let's enjoy and
support our club.

Best regards from the 2009 Board,
Chas.

The Dawn Patrol
Submitted by Pines Member
Rusty Davis

The white glare of the rising sun,
pouring past the tree trunks.
Dew glistening on blades and
golfers, crusty eyed, drowsy, and
serene, sleep wrinkles on their

faces.

The boys, barely out of bed, set
forth to do battle—half awake, but
summoned by the game. Drink in

themaybeof each morning

NEWS FROM THE PRO
Russell Reid
(304)-296-3466

NEWS FROM THE PRO

Let the season begin!!! Well for many
of you it has already started, and it was
nice of March to give us a few good
golfing days. | hope this is the
beginning of the best spring that we
have ever had. I'm very excited about
seeing all of you who have not yet
dusted off your sticks from the winter,
and meeting all the new members that
are joining or rejoining this season.
Remember there is no time like the
present to get out on the course and get
started. | would also like to welcome
back all of our ‘08 trial members!! |
hope that this will be the"2year of a
long, long, long, long family
experience. Don’t forget to get out
there and give those friends who were
on the fence last year about joining, a
shove to come on out and take
advantage of the '09 trial membership.
Last year was such a good year for The
Pines, and this year REALLY should
be even better, but we really do need
EVERYONE'S help. It's your club,
make it GREAT!!Il We have a
wonderful season of tournaments,
member events, junior and family
activities, and pro shop merchandise
that will help motivate you to spend
more time here at your home away
from home. Art and I look forward to
seeing you, and helping you with all of
your club needs. | would also like to
thank everyone who came to the
WVGA Rules seminar we had last
month. It was very informative, and a
good time was had by all!!!



PRO SHOP
CONSTRUCTION IS UNDER
WAYI

The Proshop is back to being open 7
days a week, and new stock is starting
to arrive to go along with the new look
pro shop. Come in and check us out.
Proshop Hours for April:

Monday — Friday: 8:00-6:00

Saturday & Sunday: 7:00-7:00
Remember - Tee Times are now
required, and you can make them 2
weeks in advance. Give us a call or
come by and see us. Don't forget you
may take advantage of our voice mail
system and leave your tee time request
on the answering machine (Don’t jump
the gun and call before 12:00am, the
voice mail tells us what time the call
came in).

Range is open - We will be on the
artificial mats to start the season, until
Mike gives us the go ahead as to when
the growing conditions will be optimal
for our grass tee.

Once again, the Ladies Association and
| have worked out two clinics a month
beginning in April. Don’t miss out on
the fun and informational sessions,
guaranteed to get you hitting it better
and laughing harder.

Parents and Juniorgur junior clinics
will once again be starting in June after
the school year ends. Keep your eyes
on the newsletter and billing statements
as more information will be coming
your way. The junior tee markers were
a big hit last year with the juniors and
parents, so take advantage of our great
family facilities.

OPENING DAY EVENT: Don't forget

to get a team and make a tee time for
the opening day event. Saturday, April
18" — Make your team (2 BB of 4

Gross and Net — Open, Senior,
Women'’s, Couples Divisions), Make
your own tee times $10 per person (If
you need help finding a team, come see
us in the pro shop and we’ll get you
signed up)

Pines Senior Men
Mike Roberts

The Senior Men's Association is happy to
announce that our organized season will begin
Monday April 13. We meet at 8:30AM and
tee-off at 9:00AM.

We invite our members to join us and have
some great golf and a great time. The Senior
Men's Golf Association is an important part of
the Pines family.

Pines Women'’s Golf Association
Ellen Hrabovsky

The opening day of golf for the Women'’s
Golf Association is April 7. We will be



playing every Tuesday morning until early
October, weather permitting. Come join us
for a lot of fun, good golf, and great company.

We meet at 8:30 and tee off by 9:00 through
the month of May. We look forward to seeing
all of you. For more information call Ellen
@304-296-1887.

POOL NEWS

Pool only membership letters are being sent
out to families that were members in 2008.

The Pines Board approved keeping the rate of

$350.00 the same for 2009.

A new pool cleaning device called an
"Aquabot" is being ordered to keep the pool
clean and safe. Some cosmetic work is being
done by the staff to make our pool more
attractive. We also hope to purchase some
more furniture by opening day.

Pool hours will remain the same as last year:
Noon to 7:00PM Pool hours were lengthened
from 6:00PM to 7:00PM in 2008 to
accommodate member requests.

We are looking for additional lifeguards.

Applications can be picked up in the
Administrative Office.

APRIL EVENTS

DEMO DAY & TRUNK

SHOW — Friday, April 24" - We
have Callaway, Taylor Made,
and Ping coming with
equipment, and the sales rep.
from J Lindenberg clothing line

will be here for anyone who is
interested in their line!l!
(Camilo Villegas wears their
clothes) - This is FABULOUS
stuff!!! You don’t want to miss
seeing this and trying some
things on!!!

NEW for '09 — Hole in One

Club - $5 per person, First
member to make a witnessed
hole-in-one will win the pot, and
then we will start over again!!!
Paid out in Shop credit. Come
see us in the Pro Shop, and we’ll
get you signed up!!!

$40 Guest coupons- Don't
forget to come in and get your
$40 guest coupons for the year.
We will be selling these through
May 15". Bring a friend and get
the reduced rate of $40, instead
of the regular guest rate of $58.
Please remember that local guest
may still only play 4 times a year
in the season.
Range opens — Wednesday,
April 1%(Please be patient with
us and our staffing, we are still in
April with the budget, and our
range hours will fall in line with
our budget constraints)
Handicap Posting— We have
moved the handicap computer
down into the grill room for
better access for the membership.
Go visit Synergy after the round
and post your scores, and check
out the upcoming events
schedule!!!
Tee Times required— two
weeks advance on tee times




Proper attire — NO BLUE
JEANS AND SHIRTS

WITHOUT A COLLAR — Please
remember to pass this along to
any guest that you may have
visiting.

Lessons— Don't wait to get your
swing in shape until June. Take
a tune up lesson and get on the
right foot NOW!!

Bag Room storage- Now is the
time to leave everything up to us.
Store your clubs and pull carts
here at the club and save yourself
the time and worry about storing
your clubs in your trunk or
garage.

Pro-Am Scheduless ALMOST
FULL!"! There are only a couple
more spots open for pro-am
spots. If you are interested give
us a shout in the pro shop and we
would love to sign you up!!!

See you soon
Russell

Special Congratulations to Norm Lass —

Calendar of Events for April

APRIL

Wed. 1 — Season Begins

Sat. 4 — Skins Game

Sun. 5 — Low Gross/Low Net

Sat. 11 — Best Ball — Blind Draw Partner

Sun. 12 — Master’s in Morgantown — Paired
with a Pro - EASTER SUNDAY!!!

Sat. 18 — Opening Day Event - $10 per person
— 2BB of 4 (make your own team)

*Sun. 19 — Best 9 Holes

*AERIFICATION CANCELED - Normal
Tee Times and *Walking policies in effect.
*Mon. 20- Course Open for normal play
Fri. 24 -DEMO DAY & *TRUNK SHOW (J
Lindenberg) — 1:00-7:00 TRADE IN TRADE
UP (Callaway — Taylor Made-Ping)
Fri. 24 - Couples Night — 9 holes 5:30 shotgun
(Dinner after Golf)
Sat. 25 — Skins Game
Sun. 26 — Skins Game
*Indicates changes to the Calendar of Events
for April
We will also start to try to get the Thursday
night Men’s league started, weather
permitting!!! 5:30 every Thursday Night!!!
Call and sign up in the Pro shop!!!

Tips from the Pro!!!
Visit the putting green more

often
After watching Tiger Woods make yet another
improbable come from behind win at Arnold
Palmer’s Invitational tournament last month, it
brings the question, how can | be Tiger

amazing at this game that we all struggle with
and this year’'s Master’s could truly be one of
the best ever!!!

The key to Tiger’s victory was his amazing
short game. When he came back from his 8
month layoff, his ball striking was still good,
but it has taken him 4 weeks of competitive
play and practice to sharpen up those chip
shots,pitching, bunker play, and his putting.
If you watched his win, there is no doubt that
this is how he won the tournament. | believe
he was something like 53 for 53 for putts
inside 6 feet. 53 for 53 are you kidding
UNBELIEVABLE!!!

So this month’s tip is good for the entire year.
The next time you are frustrated with the
range being either full or closed — remember
the putting green is opening from daylight to
dark!!! | know we would all love to hit 14
fairways, or 18 greens in a round, but how
about going perfect from 6 feet and in!!!

See you on the practice green!!!

Good Luck,

Russell



Course News

Mike Bogroff
Golf Course Superintendent

Spring aerification will be changed for April
19 & 20 because of the low water level in the
irrigation pond. Instead of our usual process
which requires closing the course for 1 1/2
days, we will do a process that will not
interfere with play. The water level in the
pond will not be at a sufficient level until the

April

end of April or beginning of May. Available
water is required to disperse the large amount
of sand that is applied during hollow tine
aerification.

The entrance and parking lot repairs
(potholes) will not begin until the plant that
produces asphalt makes it available to the
public which is scheduled for April 1.

Please keep in mind now that a new season is
upon us that all golf carts must stay off the
green banks unless given permission by the
pro shop. Please repair your ball marks on the
greens and replace divots on our tees and
fairways. The more pride we take in our golf
course the better it will be.
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