Newsletter: June,
20009.

The 2009 Board of Directors:

Buddy Baker, Secretary; Gerry
Blakely; John Campbell; Charles
Crooks, President; Mike Deprospero,
Treasurer; Jack Forbes; Bill Frame;
Cheryl Hook; Russ Koon; Gary Miller,
Vice President; Mike Roberts; and
J.T. Straface.

Board of Directors’ Message:
Charles J. Crooks, Board President.

The weather has apparently turned a
corner just in time for the Memorial Day
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weekend. The pool opened on a gorgeous
Saturday, May 23. The Pool Committee
has done a very nice job. Thanks.

Demand for the course is increasing, so
please take a minute to call the pro shop
for a tee time before you leave the office.

NOW, A START-OF-SEASON WORD
ABOUT THE ENVIRONMENT: The
Pines enjoys several advantages in its
competition with other local golf venues: a
truly family-friendly environment, the staff
and members enjoy knowing you and want
you to enjoy the place, consistently
superior golf course conditions, a driving
range, easy access to the golf course when
it serves your convenience, and a generous
walking policy. These are just a few of the
things you will not find at area venues that
just try to compete with us on price.

Among these advantages are two things
very important to most of our golfers, pace
of play and care for the course. Please, let
us all, both the established and new
members alike, be mindful of maintaining
our pace play, repairing pitch marks and
divots, and placing the rakes down in the
bunkers rather than just inside, parallel to
the edge. These things should be routine
for private-course golf and they mean a lot
to the members’ enjoyment of the course,
especially on the weekend mornings when
many of our members play most of their
golf.

If someone from the pro shop speaks to
your group of these things, please
remember they are charged with the
responsibility of looking after the course

and the interests of the entire
membership it's not personal. As a
Canadian philosopher wused to say,

“Remember, I'm pullin’ for ya, we're in
this together.”



BOARD MEETINGS: The Board last
met on Monday, May 18, 2009. The next
regular meeting will be Wednesday, June
24,

FINANCES: Both expenses and revenues
were lower than budgeted in April. The
revenue side was impacted by lingering
cool, wet weather, suppressing the
membership numbers a little and reducing
course usage.

MEMBERSHIP CENSUS: As of May
20, we had 326 golfing members, 16
golfing members short of our 2008 season
high total. We so far have 40 trial
members for 2009, which is 10 shy of the
50 we projected in our 2009 budget. This
time last year, we had 39 trial members
and we ended up with 79, so we are easily
on track to exceed the number on which
the budget was based.

There were 5 members from last year who
did not return membership forms or return
our calls.

2009 TRIAL MEMBERSHIP TERMS:

If you have not been a member since 2003,
you can join as a trial member for 20009.
You will pay November and December in
advance, and then monthly dues starting
when you join. The rate is $199 for singles
and $229 for families. Pool access is
included.

We certainly hope all of the 2009 trial
members are enjoying the season and will
become full members in 2009. A total of
400 active golfing members is our goal.

ACTIVE SHAREHOLDERS: The
American golf industry is struggling just
like the rest of the current economy. The
Pines Country Club is a private
corporation. Over the years, the active
shareholders of the Pines have been the

loyal remnant, steadily supporting the club
through all seasons. This has made a vital
difference. Thank you all very much.

In recognition of their sustaining support,

and in an effort to incentivize more stock

ownership, the 2008 Pines Board of

Directors exempted the active golfing

shareholder members from the 2009
increase in cart fees and granted each
active golfing shareholder member 4 guest
passes for use anytime during 2009.

Synergy also established a 10% meal
discount card, available only to active
golfing stockholder members, so long as
membership with the Pines is in good
standing.

Those who joined several years ago as
permanent associate members were
exempted from the obligation to buy stock
in the corporation. That was conditioned
on maintaining active membership in the
club. There are now 21 of those permanent
associate members. That classification is
closed to new members and cessation of
membership means they must rejoin later
as new members, subject to whatever
terms might then apply. Currently, stock is
available, but we are not requiring new
trial members to purchase stockhat is
something the Board decides upon
annually, so it could change. Anyway, the
permanent associate members were
exempted from the obligation of stock
purchase, but they were not granted voting
privileges, nor were they included in the
measures passed by the 2008 Board in
recognition and gratitude to the active
members who invested in the capital
structure of the corporation by purchasing
stock. Buy stock, it's worth it.

CLUB COMMITTEES: Our corporate
bylaws provide for 11 standing
committees: Executive, Finance, Golf



Course, Tournament, Membership,
Personnel, Social, House, Capital Projects,
Nominations, and Bylaws. We also have a
couple of ad hoc committees that are
consistently active as well, Pool and Junior
Golf. Except for the Executive Committee,
you need not be a shareholder to serve on
any of these committees.

The Committees report to the Board and
serve a very meaningful function in the
activities of the Pines. It is a simple way to
make a difference in the quality of the
club, and | encourage our members to
consider giving a little time to it. If you are

interested, simply call Ashlee in the front
office, 304.296.3462

NEW CLUBHOUSE ENTRANCE: Bill
Rice has installed the new doors for the
entrance area to the clubhouse, creating a
double-entry vestibule. This will keep out
the harsh weather when people enter and it
will provide us a location for our time
clock. Well done, Bill. Thanks.

THURSDAY MEN'S LEAGUE: | have
managed to attend some Thursday evening
Men’'s League events and was very
pleased to meet some of our new
members.The Men’s League plays nine
holes, starting at 6:00, so please come.
Russell always comes up with a balanced
field and a format that gives everyone a
chance to win. The atmosphere is very
relaxed, and the larger point of it is to meet
people and have fun, so don’t worry if you
don’t have your A game with you.

LOCKERS: We have lockers available on
the ladies’ side and we will likely have
some available on the men’s side. The cost
is $75 for the calendar year, plus tax.

TENNIS COURTS: The Board has made
arrangements to get the tennis courts clear
of all the detritus that has accumulated
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there over the years. We still want to know
the current level of interest in using the
courts. Those of you who have contacted
us are interested in using the courts if we
can get them game worthy. Thanks. The
level of member interest is a material
consideration. Please let us know by e-
mailing the front office if possible:
thepinescc@comcast.net

PRO SHOP: You owe it to yourself to

talk with Russell about pricing new gear.
He can access whatever golf merchandise
you might prefer. Of course, we all need to
schedule a lesson, too.

POND STATUS: With all the rain and
some steady pumping of water from Cheat
Lake, we have the pond up for the season.

This will be our last season with the
current pond due to mine subsidence and
leakage which ultimately reaches Cheat
Lake. The WVDEP is currently letting a
contract for the design of a new reservoir
below number 6 and the construction is
planned for next year. Meanwhile, we will
use the current pond and hope it lasts the
2009 season. The Board has a contingency
plan to keep the course hydrated in the
event of a sudden failure. Let us hope that
will not be necessary. If you top into the
lake, please refrain from stomping.



POWER SYSTEM UPGRADE:

We have made some progress in
identifying a suitable contractor for this
project. The power company suggests they
would like to have more definite
information on the new irrigation pond and
pump location before we proceed with
upgrading the power substation.

GAS LEASE: Current market conditions
remain depressed, but exploration and
production of natural gas has not stopped.
We are doing what we can to secure a
lease on the best terms possible.

NEW CART FLEET: We need new

carts. Our commitment on the acquisition
of a new fleet has been contingent on the
receipt of the first-year delay-rental lease
income from Range Resources. Since the
gas market collapsed we have been
working on an alternative plan to at least
replace the old gas carts.

BUNKER RAKES: Please use the rakes
and leave them in the bunkers. When
placing the rake back in the bunker, either
toss it out into the middle, or lay it so the
handle is perpendicular to the edge, with
the rake end down in the bunker. When the
rake handle is laid parallel to the edge it
catches the ball and leaves the player a
ruinous hanging lie. We appreciate
everyone being mindful of this.

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING: We
all know America is a better platecause
of advertising.

Consider placing an ad in the Pines
newsletter, with a link on our website:
http://www.thepinescc.com/.

While the circulation is not as wide as
other outlets, consider the demographics of
the audience your message will reach,
smart, good-looking people who require
goods and services. If you are interested in
placing a color ad, contact the front office
so we can work out the details.

Thanks for your membership.

Chas.



NEWS FROM THE PRO

Russell Reid
(304)-296-3466

PRO SHOP NEWS

I would first like to apologize to Ashlee for
keeping her backed up on the Newsletter.
Ashlee does a GREAT job at reminding us

about the newsletter deadlines, and somehow |

just always find myself a week behind. Sorry
Ashlee. 1 will try to do better. Second, |
would like to thank everyone who played in
the Memorial Day Blue vs. Gold team match.
We had great participation and a good time
was had by all. Congratulations to the Blue
team as they came out on top again.

JUNIOIS — We have finalized our summer
junior program, and applications are now
available in the Pro Shop. Make sure you
come by and pick one up for your juniors and
their friends if interested. Having FUN is
what golf is all about and by inviting a
neighbor or class mate, what could be better.
Remember that we have our junior tee
markers out there and there isn’'t a better way
to learn how to play golf than to learn how to
make 4's, 5’s, and 6’s. Playing from age
appropriate tee markers and yardage is the
best way to get off to the right start. Go
get'em.

Pro ShOp— We have now reached full

stride in the proshop and we have all new

products in for Men and Women. Come by
and check out the new merchandise and
brighten up your closest as well as your golf
bag. June Special: All hats will be on Sale for
$20.00 all month!!! Come by and check out
the new Pines logo hats, as well as Titleist,
Callaway, and West Virginia. Straw hats just
arrived too. REMINDER_— This the last
month to take advantage of Callaway’s buy a
driver and get a fairway wood for a $1
promotion. If you have been thinking about
buying a driver, now is the time. Don’t wait
and cost your self money.

Ronald McDonald House

L uau — we will once again be the host to
the Ronald McDonald Luau & Links event.
This is a golf fund raiser on Thursday, August
6™ with an 8:00am shotgun for golf. They
also put on a Luau dinner event on
Wednesday evening at 6:30, which they are
inviting all members of The Pines to enjoy for
$5.00 off the regular price.

Congratulations - Josh Petrunger
gualified and competed in the WV Mid-Am
championship this path month at Pete Dye.
Josh won his first match and lost to Harold
Payne who lost in the semi-finals to the
eventual champion. No bad company to be
associated with. Congratulations Josh and
good playing.

| would also like to wish Jess Ferrell, Steve
VanHorn, George Knapp, Matt McLaughlin
and myself good luck in this months WV
Open championship at Oglebay Resort. We
will try and be strong representatives of The
Pines.

Lastly, to all of our juniors playing in Top-
Flite tour events, hit them long and straight.
Play well, and most important have fun, enjoy
the golf and the travel.

ETIQUETTE -

Clean your spikes when you get out of
the bunker before you walk on the
green. The next time you are in a
green side bunker, tap your shoes and
knock the sand off the spikes before




you walk on the green. It will keep
those sandy foot prints away.

Fix your divots and ball marks — |

know that it is getting hotter and

firmer, but with Mike watering, we are
still having a lot of unfixed ball marks.
Golfer’s rule — Fix yours plus 1 other.
90 degree rule with carts — Even when
the weather is good, get in the habit of
driving in the roughs and on the cart
paths as much as possible. The more
that we can take care of the course, the
more days we can go 90 degrees across
the fairways instead of cart paths only.
You may drive across the fairway, but
there is no need to drive down the
center of the fairways after you hit.

Go back to the rough. It will help us
throughout the year to maintain our
nice golf course.

Thank you!!!

Tip of the Month:

When it's long, keep it low!!!

This month’s tip is truly a back to the
basics tip on chipping. | have seen far to
many of you when you get around the
green pulling out your PW and SW to chip
the ball close to the hole when a 7 iron will
let you make a much smaller swing that
you can control and increase your chances
of getting it close. When there isn’t an
obstacle in front of you or the green isn't
elevated, go back down to your less lofted
clubs and start making those small swings
that are easier to control.

Play the ball back in your stance, move
your hands down on the grip, and keep
your weight on your front foot. With a
putting motion, swing through the ball
with just enough energy to fly the ball to
the green and let the ball roll to the hole. |
promise that you will start to get the ball
closer with a little bit of practice and your
misses will be closer as well.

REMEMBER, SMALL SWINGS MAKE
SMALL MISTAKES!!

Good Luck and keep it low!!!

Russell

Member’'s
Tournament News

May was a great month and very busy with
events and tournament. June is not quite as
busy, but still full of events and fun for all.

Men don’t forget Thursday Men’s league and
Member-Member for all. The Mon General
Night tournament is an outside event but there
are flyers on the cork board in the Grill Room,
and promises to be a fun evening at The Pines.
If you haven't played night golf before it is
truly a luminary adventure.

JUNE

. Stag Night —Thursdays %, 11",16",

& 25" — 6:00 shotguns on front nine
— Blind draw for teams — ABCD
players.

Mon General Auxiliary Night
Outing — Friday 5" —9:00 PM
shotgun
Trinity Christian School Outing -
Tuesday 8 - 2:00 Shotgun, Course
Closed in afternoon.
Member/Member — Saturday 13
and Sunday 14th - Calcutta Friday
12" @ 7:00 pm. 8:00 Tee times on
Saturday, 10:00 Shotgun on Sunday.
Sign-ups outside of proshop.
Junior Clinics— Monday 15 -
Thursday18 — 8:00 am till 1:00 pm
depending on age group. Full Swing,
Putting & Chipping, Pitching and
Bunkers, and Course Management.
Applications inside or come by the
proshop.
Don Nehlan Classic- Friday, 18 —
1:00 Shotgun, Must be off the course
by 12:30, Course Closed until
approximately 6:00.




Mixed Event — Friday 26' Golf and
Dinner

WV Top-Flite Junior Tour —
Tuesday 38 — 8:00 Shotgun, Course
Closed until approximately 3:00.

Pines Senior Men
Mike Roberts

The Seniors have been challenged
by the weather, more than the golf course.
We're looking for "blue skies" and lots of
good scores. We are also looking for new
members. The welcome mat is out for
some great golf and great fun.

We meet on Mondays at 8:30AM
and Tee-off at 9:00AM. For more

information, call Mike Roberts at 304-296-
5824 or any senior.

Ellen Hrabovsky

We are finally able to play golf

regularly and summer is fast approaching.

| hope the new sign-up system is working
well for you. Just let the Pro Shop know

when you are playing on our regular
Tuesday’s and they do the rest. Be at the
course 20 minutes before tee time and
remember now that it is June we start at
8:30; so be there by 8:10. That gives you
plenty of time to get your things ready and.
maybe even swing a little at the driving
range. Only on the first Tuesday do we
meet in the Grille room for our monthly
meeting.

June §' is our one-daetter Ball
Tournament. Itis time to find a partner if
you have not already done so. Any
questions call either me or Karen Douglas.

The pool opened on time May 23
with a full staff of lifeguards and some
new equipment. We have purchased five
new lounges and hope to get a couple
more tables and umbrellas. Looking
forward to another great summer!!!

Check with the lifeguards on duty for swim
lesson scheduling and information. Have
your next party at the Pine’s pool. Pool
Party details and applications

are available in the business office.

This summer is expected to be a hot one!
There are a limited number of Pool
Memberships available this year, so be
sure to get yours today. Pool
memberships are $350.00 for the season.



Mike Bogroff
Golf Course Superintendent
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-Franci Duggan-



1 2 3 4 5 Auxillary of | 6
Mon-General
Ladies Clinic Night Golf
6pm 9pm
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Trinity Member/Member
Senior Tournament PGA
Invitational 2pm Shotgun Tournament
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Member/Member Chestnut Mtn.
Ranch
Shotgun 1pm
21rather's Day | 22 23 24 25 26 27
: Health Works
Summer 12pm
Begins
28 29 30
WYV Top-Flite
Jr. Tour - 8:30
Shotgun
1 2 3
5 7 8 9 10
Pines Jr. Golf
Program MHS Shotgun
Begins lpm
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Parent/Child Member/Guest| Member/Guest
Tournament
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Member/Guest
Ladies Clinic
6pm
26 27 28 29 30 31
Mon-Valley
Golf Tour
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