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The 2009 Board of Directors: 

Buddy Baker, Secretary; Gerry 
Blakely; John Campbell; Charles 
Crooks, President; Mike DeProspero, 
Treasurer; Jack Forbes; Bill Frame; 
Cheryl Hook; Russ Koon; Gary Miller, 
Vice President; Mike Roberts; and 
J.T. Straface. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Board of Directors’ Message:  
Charles J. Crooks, Board President. 
 

The end-of-year holidays and the true 
winter weather arrived together. Many of 
you are away from Morgantown and I 
hope you receive this by e-mail. On behalf 
of the Pines Directors and our entire staff, 
I wish all our members a spirit of peace, 
good health, and prosperity in the coming 
year.    
 

2009 EMPLOYEE BONUS: Your 
donations have resulted in a $400 year-end 
bonus for our 14 full-time employees. 
They deserve it and the fact that the bonus 
is the result of your donations says so. 
Thanks to everyone who contributed.  
 

2010 MEMBERSHIP FORMS: We still 
need 93 membership forms for 2010. Our 
system defaults to annual billing, so if we 
don’t have a form on file for you, you have 
likely received an invoice for the entire 
year. Remember, most membership 
categories enjoy a substantial discount for 
pre-paying the entire year.  
 

CLUB FINANCES: Recall, we finished 
2008 with an after-depreciation profit. Our 
budget for 2009 contemplated a deficit, but 
we are now forecasting a break-even finish 
to the year. That is a product of realistic 
budgeting and efficient operations. This 
result is all the better given the 
recessionary economy we have been 
weathering.   
 

So far, 69% of those members who have 
responded have elected to pre-pay for 
2010. This policy got us to October of this 
year before we utilized our line of credit, 
and that was only necessary because we 
need to purchase some new golf carts. Our 
line balance will be zero again before 
year’s end.  
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We will very soon reset the terms on our 
debt financing. Favorable timing and our 
club’s improved financial performance 
will net us a very real savings on our debt 
payment schedule. 
 

FOOD & BEVERAGE SERVICE: Want 
some more good news? Okay, I am 
pleased to report that we are working on 
finalizing a lease with a new food and 
beverage tenant, Kiwi Catering. Any of 
you who have attended or hosted an event 
catered by Eileen Dooley’s firm know this 
is indeed very good news.  
 

Kiwi Catering is a successful business and 
they have outgrown their current location 
in Westover on Holland Avenue. They will 
operate from our venue, incorporate the 
use of our banquet hall into their operation 
and provide our members food and 
beverage service in the bargain.  
 

We will utilize January and February to 
get the place ready and you will have food 
and beverage service available when the 
season starts. We will likely have a 
celebratory event in April.  
 

ENTRY RENOVATION: The next time 
you come to the club you will see the new 
tiled entryway donated to the Pines by Ed 
Davis of Davis Kitchen & Tile. He 
installed it himself and did a great job of 
providing us a tough and attractive surface. 
Thanks, Ed, very much. 
 
COMMON-ROOM RENOVATIONS: 
In every conversation our Executive 
Committee had on the subject with 
prospective tenants and consultants, we 
were told to consolidate food and beverage 
service to the upstairs and adopt a casual 
dining model. The preferences in the 
feedback from our members largely echo 
this advice. 
 

There will be some renovation work to the 
clubhouse to prepare for the 2010 food and 
beverage season. This work will be done 
in the dead of winter when things are 
otherwise dormant around the clubhouse. 
Consider whether you are able to help the 
club with some of your time, talent or 
treasure and let us know. The time will 
pass quickly and the work needs to begin 
right away. Operations will need to begin 
by March 1. Answer the call if you can.   
 

Here are some conceptual drawings in 
order to give you an idea of the potential 
our upstairs space affords us as we design 
the renovation. This is not an adopted 
plan, merely a concept.  
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Envision casual food and drinks, 
comfortable furniture, a nice bar and 
plenty of plasma televisions. Does this 
sound like a club where you would like to 
spend time with friends?  
 
Provide us some feedback, please. 
 

 
 

2009 BOARD ELECTION: The annual 
shareholder meeting was conducted on 
Monday, November 2, 2009. Bill Rice and 
Rudy Filek will take over from Jack 
Forbes and Mike Roberts as directors in 
2010. Mike DeProspero and yours truly 
were re-elected. All four director positions 
are for three-year terms. 
 

CORPORATE OFFICERS FOR 2010: 
All of the 2009 officers agreed to re-up for 
2010.  
 

DEPARTING DIRECTORS:  I want to 
repeat my word of thanks to our departing 
directors, Jack Forbes and Mike Roberts. 
They have not only participated in the 
director meetings, they have donated 
considerable time to the management of 
the golf course (Jack) and the swimming 
pool, (Mike). The condition utilization of 
the course and pool testifies to their 

diligence and fine work. Thanks very 
much gentlemen, well done.  
 

BOARD MEETINGS: The directors last 
met on December 10, 2009. The next 
meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 
12, 2010.  
 
2010 DUES STRUCTURE: Membership 
dues will increase by $5 per month for 
singles $15 per month for families in 2010. 
This is an inflationary increase, 
necessitated by elements of our overhead, 
including the federally-mandated increase 
in the minimum wage, our utility rates, and 
insurance premiums. Still, this increase is 
modest, particularly when compared 
against clubs offering comparable 
amenities. We do not compete with local 
golf venues solely on price and those who 
choose to play at the Pines understand this. 
 

THE PRE-PAYMENT DISCOUNT 
WILL AGAIN BE OFFERED: The 
following are the terms and the eligible 
membership categories.  
 
Stockholders, intermediate members, 
(those purchasing stock by paying $50-
per-month over 50 months), corporate 
members, trial-conversion II members 
(2008 trial members; see next page) and 
associate members will earn a $360 
discount when they pay their 2010 dues in 
full on or before December 31, 2009. For 
singles who pay their 2010 dues in 
advance, the discounted total will be 
$3,048. The discounted total for families 
will be $3,408. 
 
Monthly  payments for stockholders, 
intermediate members, the 2008 trial class 
and associate members will be $284 at the 
singles rate and $314 for families. 
 
Senior anniversary members will earn a 
$360 discount when they pay their 2010 
dues in full on or before December 31, 



 4

2009. The total due will be $2,620.50 for 
singles and $2,980.50 for families.  (Note: 
this class of membership has been closed 
to new members as of January 01, 2007). 
 
Monthly  payments for single senior 
anniversary members will be $248.38, and 
monthly family senior anniversary 
members will pay $278.38.  
 

Introductory members (under the age of 
36) will earn a $360 discount when they 
pay their 2010 dues in full on or before 
December 31, 2009. The 2010 total will be 
$2,568 for singles and $2,928 for families. 
 

Monthly  payments for introductory 
members will be $244.00 for singles and 
$274.00 for families.  
 

For those paying monthly, the first 
payment for 2010 will be due before 
December 31, 2009.  
 

Quarterly payments will still be allowed 
in 2010, but the pre-payment discount will 
only be available to those who pay the 
entire year in advance. Quarterly payments 
will be due by the last day of December 
2009, March 2010, June 2010, and 
September 2010. 
 

Out-of-town members will pay $1,500 
for singles and families in 2010. As in the 
past, these rates are to be paid on an 
annual basis, due by December 31, 2009. 
 

Emeritus members will pay $250 for the 
entire year, due by December 31, 2009. 
 

THE PINES TRIAL-CONVERSION 
MEMBERSHIP, CLASSES I & II : The 
club started the trial membership campaign 
in 2008. That required a transitional 
arrangement for those who wished to stay 
with the club in 2009. In 2010, those 
members (trial-conversion II status) will 
pay the same dues rate as other permanent 
members and be eligible for the 

prepayment discount, but they will not be 
required to purchase Pines stock in 2010.  
 
Since we continued the trial membership 
campaign in 2009, that trial-conversion 
class will be offered transitional terms for 
2010 (trial-conversion I status). 
 
The 2009 trial-conversion I members who 
sign a 2010 membership agreement and 
pay at least $100 toward their one-time, 
non-refundable fee of $500 on or before 
Friday, October 26, 2009, will pay $229 
per month for singles and $259 per month 
for family members in 2010. These trial-
conversion I members can pay their one-
time, non-refundable $500 fee on a 
monthly basis, with the full amount due by 
Friday, February 26, 2010. This one-time, 
non-refundable $500 fee will be applied as 
an unscheduled pre-payment to the club’s 
long-term debt.  (Note: Because this is 
already a discounted rate, there is no 
further discount for pre-payment on the 
trial and the trial-conversion I 
membership dues.) 
 

THE PINES TRIAL MEMBERSHIP 
CAMPAIGN FOR 2010: The Pines will 
offer the trial membership again next year. 
The 2010 season will be the third 
consecutive year for this program. If you 
have not been a member since 2004, you 
can join as a trial member for 2010. 
 

The 2010 trial members will not be 
eligible for the pre-payment discount, 
owing to the discounted rate they will 
already enjoy. The 2010 trial members will 
pay $199 for singles and $229 for families. 
A two-month advance deposit will be 
required as in the past two years of this 
membership campaign.  
 

TREES: The weather for November has 
been unseasonably warm, so I hope you 
are finding opportunities to play golf. If 
you are, you are likely noticing new trees 
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appearing around the course. Some of 
these are purchased, while others are 
transplants from elsewhere on our 
property. Funds for trees have been 
donated by some individual members, 
including John Muffly  and Bill Frame, as 
well as by the Thursday-night men’s 
league. Jack Forbes, our Course 
Committee chair, and Mike Bogroff , our 
Superintendent, have done a nice job of 
applying these funds to their best affect.   
 

If you would like to donate funds for the 
purchase of trees, let us know if there are 
particular specimens you have in mind. 
Likewise, if you buy a rooted tree for 
Christmas and wish to donate it to the 
club, let us know and we will arrange to 
pick it up. 
 

VOLUNTEERS WELCOME:  As you 
can see, we are busy with preparations for 
2010. If you wish to volunteer some time 
to committee service or you can help the 
club with some of the labor or materials 
necessary to our renovations, please come 
by the office or call and let us know.  
 

Enjoy the end-of-year holidays and 
anticipate a great 2010 season at your club. 
Thanks for your membership. 
 

Chas.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEWS FROM THE PRO 
Russell Reid 

 

 
 

PRO SHOP NEWS 
 

(304)-296-3466 
 

December Pro Shop Hours: 
 

9:00-5:00  
(Weather Permitting) 

Please remember if the weather looks 
good, and you would like to play 

earlier, please call Russell  
 304-661-1121 in advance and he will 
make arrangements for you to have a 

cart and if you  need anything just give 
him a call! Thank you!!! 

 

   
Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays 
everyone! 

Russell 
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Pines Senior Men 

Mike Roberts 
 

Look for future articles from the 
Senior Men’s Group, here in your 
Pines Country Club Newsletter. 
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Committee members are hard at work 
compiling the program book for the 2010 

season.  If anyone has suggestions for 
information to be included or changes in 
contact information for the book, please e-
mail program chair, Linda Stankos, 
llsehs@earthlink.net.  Have a nice winter - 
see you in April. 
  
Margaret 
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GINGERBREAD HOUSE MAKING 
EVENT TOOK PLACE ON  

DECEMBER 5th  
 

This year The Pines furnished Gingerbread 
house kits for our members and guests and 

held a "Gingerbread Making Event" on 
December 5th. 
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This year The Pines furnished Gingerbread 
house kits for our members and guests and 

held a "Gingerbread Making Event" on 
December 5th. 

 

 
 

We had a professional instructor licensed 
by Wilton come out to instruct the event 

and made it very fun and easy for our 

younger members to learn the tricks of the 
trade. 

 

 
 

 
  
Thank you for all who attended, 
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Mary Ryan  
Chair, Social Committee 
Pinessocial@yahoo.com 
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